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than you pretended, with more of the same sort, too
tedious to trouble you or myself with. For what they say
relating to myself, either as to ray prudence or conscience,
I can answer sufficiently for my own satisfaction or for that
of anybody else who is my friend enough to desire it. But
I have no way of convincing people in the clouds, and for
anything of the letters that relates to you, I need not
answer the objections because I do not believe them; for
I was ever assured of your good intentions and justice and
friendship, and though I might suspect them, yet I do not
find any interest you can have either to wish or to use
me ill1

I am very glad you have finished the affair and are
settled in possession. I think you may henceforth reckon
yourself easy, and have little [to] do besides serving God,
your friends and yourself, and unless desire of place or
titles will interfere, I know nothing besides accidents can
hinder you from being happy, to which if I have contributed
either by chance or good will, I shall reckon it among the
lucky adventures of my life.2

For what you say of my having no reason to repent any
of my endeavours to serve you, I can and have always been
of the same opinion; and therein yourself may bear me
witness, when you remember that my promises and designs
relating to your succeeding in the prebend were not of a
sudden, or by chance, but were the constant tenor of what

1  The Rev, John Winder, who, as Rector of a parish called Cam-
money had been Swift's neighbour in the county of Antrim, had been
collated on n March, 1697-8, to the prebend of Kilroot, which Swift
had resigned early in January. Winder is said to have gone to Ireland
as a chaplain to William III, in whose army Winder's father, Colonel
Cuthbert Winder, of Wingfield In Berkshire, was an officer.  His first
preferment in Ireland appears to have been a prebend in the Cathedral
of Clogher.  He resigned Kilroot in 1717, but was alive fourteen years
later when he addressed a letter to Swift. (CJ. Cotton's " Fasti Eccle-
siae Hibemicae," iii, 104, 266; v, 246; and " The Winders of Lorton/'
by F. A. Winder, in the Trans, of the Cumberland and Westmorland
Antiq. and Archaeol. Society, xiv, 199, 207; xv, 238.) A sermon of
his on the mischief of faction to Church and State was printed
(Nichols7 " Works," xy, 17).

2  These passages indicate that Swift had been instrumental in
securing the prebend for his friend, and that the addition to his
income was acceptable to Winder; but Monck Mason, who married
Winder's great-granddaughter, has disproved (" Hist, of St. Patrick's
Cathedral/5 p. 235) the pathetic story, first told by Sheridan, that
Winder was an old man in abject poverty with a large family.r, 1695. (Nichols' "Works," xv, ii, note.)n the name Waring, or as Forster considers it (" Life,"
